
IMPORTANT NOTICE 
TO ALL WALKER LAKE LANDOWNERS WITH PROPERTY ON WLLA OWNED ROADS 

In accordance with the Rules and Regulations in the Walker Lakeshores Landowners Association 

Redbook, all landowners (and tenants) are responsible for maintaining ditch lines and culverts 

adjacent to their property. This will be strictly enforced starting April 2020. (Please read more below) 

 

Roads to Ruin 
by Michael DeVita, WLLA Road Committee Chair 

 

In the Rules and Regulations of Walker Lakeshores Landowners Association Redbook it states that WL 
landowners (and tenants) are responsible for maintaining proper drainage from continuous roads and culverts 
contiguous to their property, as well as from their own lawns and property.  It further states that the 
responsibility includes avoiding the dumping of leaves, dirt, sand, or other debris into culverts and drainage 
ditches. Culverts adjacent to one’s own property should be cleared on an “as needed” basis. 
 
As I ride through the community, I notice that very few landowners are 
maintaining the runoff ditch line next to the roadway. In some cases the 
ditch line has not been maintained in so long that the roadway sits lower 
than buildup of growth on the side of the road. When growth is higher 
than the road surface it acts like a curb line when it rains and snow melts.  
 
Now, that may not sound like a big deal but we do not have inlet basins to 
catch the water thus the water just keeps running along the road until it 
finally finds a low spot along the edge of the pavement where the water 
may drain. 
 
The number one problem of roadway failure is the failure to have the water drain properly. Water over the 
course of time will just erode the pavement edges on asphalt roads and will cause washed-out areas on gravel 
ones.  
 
WLLA has very limited funds to maintain and improve the roads. A large chuck of road assessments goes to 
plowing snow and winter materials such as rock salt and anti-skid. The goal of the Road Committee is to use the 
remaining road funds yearly to make sure each spring potholes get filled, gravel roads needing so be groomed 
and regraded. Then with what money we have left we will look to do some pavement repairs, and hopefully 
resurface some existing asphalt road. Finally, if anything is left look to try to upgrade other roads we can with 
the funds we have available.   
 
Because our roads are our second most valuable asset after the lake, it is important that we do everything we 
can to minimize possible damage and maximize the life of them. This is why we must start enforcing that 
landowners keep their ditch lines clean.  
 
It comes down to this… Overgrown Ditch Lines + Water Erosion = Damaged Roads. We can’t afford to put money 
into the roads and then just have it washed away. 
 
Please make sure the ditch lines and culverts are cleaned along your property.  Please contact the office or one 
of the road committee members if you have any questions. 
 

 


